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GoLor^do  has 'cacti  in  cfonsiderable' abundance  and  ouh  ^ 
species  are  almost  all  ne\7  in  collections.  "  A  f  tenuai 
of  Rocky  fountain  Botany  ’  by  Boulter  end  IJelson  lists 
the  following:  ^ 

liaiciliaria  -i - 4  .sjecies 

Jlchinodactus  ' — • — . —  3  species 

2chinocereu3  -  5  species 

Opuntia  -  11  species 

Te  do  not  handle  all  of  these  23  kinds  since  some  are 
rare  and  others  ;are  so  nearly  alike’ that  there  is  no 
reason  for  handling  several. 


Ail  cacti  native  to  Ccloradc  grow  in  a  high  altitude  with 
hot  dry  sumsisrs  end  cold  variable  v.duters.  Our  cacti  are 
frost  hardy  and  ■vithstand  cold  as  extreme  as  30  degrees 
below  z'ero  when  in  vdlted  condition.  They  hecoine  ilrm 
again  with  the  warm  sirring  rains.  It  is  reasonably  safe 
to  say  that  Colorado  cacti  will  withstand  the  cold  in 
many  regions.  In  tnoir  naiive  state  there  is  little 
winter  mcistura  so  t}iat  in  moist  climates  they  vdll  need 
protection  against  too  ':et  a  soil.  They  should  enter 
winter  in  a  somewhat  vdlted  condition,  p<.cconpli  3heri  by 
withholding  some  -.vater-  Give  as  much  strong  sunlight  as 
possible.  Cacti  are  ci  easy  culture  nnd  rive  a  \;oa.th  of 
1  icssoti  and  an  interest ing  plant  grovdh  for  a  iainimum  of 
ottenticn.  The  natural  soil  is  dry  and  lo'v  in  organic 
matter  but  yet. fertile.  Kucli  is  writuen  about  soil  for 
cacti  but  remembering  the  above  will  enable  a  .person  tc 
use  .something  at  hand.  ’  Clays  hold  too  much  WpHer,  coarse 
sand  not  enough  v/ater.  Most  soils  betv/een  these  oxtreries 
can  be  used  if  well  drained.  Cactus  soil  should  be  free 
from  a  lot  .-of  fresh  or«^.j:anic  matter,  yet  a  littl-e  well- 
rotted  organic  ite.t ter  and  sem©  coin?-:ercial  fertilizer  is  good 
since  the  cacti  natiirally  grov;  on  a  fertile  soil. 

Give  a  cactus  good  drainage  and  water  infrequently,  in 
winter  espe'ciaiiy.  Yet  do  not  expect  a  cactus  to  thrive 
v/ithout  water*  They  need  more  water  in  a  pot  than  v/hen 
planted  in  the  open.  A  good  idea  for  a  potted  plant  is  to 
set  the  pot  on  a  saucer  v;ell  filled  v/ith  sphagnum  *of  peat 
moss.  A  cactus, can  be  killed  by  drouth  but  a  temporary 
lack  of  water  fits  the  natural  conditions  better.  Ours 


naturally  receive  about  12  inches  of  ra.infall  annually. 
Planted  in  the  open  in  drier  climates  they  mil  shift 
for  themselves*  In  moist  climates  out  of  doors,  plant 
on  an  elevation  'of  light  soil  3,0  that  rotting'  will  not 
occur  thru  poor  drainage. 

The  kinds  of  cacti  naturally  fall  into  tv/o  groups.^  The 
Bali  Cacti  do  not  branch  and  never  have  leaves.  They 
consist  of  a  dome  shaped  stem,  and  all  are  smaller  than 
6  inches  high.  The  rest  of  our  cacti  are  in  the  genus 
Opuntia.  -  These  have  small  leaves  on  the  yiqij  gro^ivth  that 
fall  off  about  the  time  the  spines  start  grov;ing.  The 
Opuntias  get  larger  and  are  either  tree- like  in  gro-wrth 
or  else  have  flat  oval  shaped  stem  (Prickly  Pear  type 
of  growth).  .  .  ,  , 

BAL".i  GACTI 
.  . 

P^illaria  ( Coryphantha  )  vivipara  is  quite  dome  shaped 
grov;ing  over  3  , inches  in  diameter  and  the  same  in  height* 
The  fio^vers  are  an  inch  in  diameter  and  bright  purple. 

The  green  spineless  fruit  has  a  very  attractive  fruity 
flavor.  This  species  is  easily  grown  as  it  really  grows 
better  in  a  climate  that  is  more  moist  than  ours. 
Technically  the  plant  is  cov-^red  with  tubercul.'s  (nipple¬ 
like)  - , by  5/L5  inches,  grooved  on  the  upper  side*  On 
the  tip  are  12-20  white  spinas  f-ath  .broim  tips.  Four 
central  spines  are  longer  and  heavier  and  quite  brown. 
Flowers  arise  from  between  the  tuborcules  at  the  top  of 
the  plant.  Seeds  are  bro\m  and  fiat. 

Fchinccereus  viridi f lorus  grows  3  inches  high  by  2  in 
diameter.  The  spines  are  borne  on  ridges.  The  yellow 
flowers  appear  profusely  in  June  and  remain  open  several 
days.  Itiis  is  an  excellent  cactus  that  grows  readily 
under  a  wide  range  of  conditions  from  hot  prairies  to 
7,000  feet  altitude.  Technically  the  spines  are- borne  on 
slight  tuber cules  arranged  in  about  13  vertical  or  spiral 
ridges.  The  radial  spines  are  12-18  of  variable  length 
and  color, most "being  white  vath  the  longer  ones -red 
+J.pped.  There  is  usually  one  stout  red  central  spines 

''?.ch  may  be  white  or  absent.  The  fruit  is  oval, spiny. 


Schinocereus  caesoitosus 


ome  3-4  inches  tall  and 


inches  in  ’'dl^ceter  ’and  as  %1vo'T/  as  an  Gpuntia  blosscrj. 

The  fruit  is  dry  and  spiny.  Tschnically  the  spihas  nuinber* 
13-20  per  tubercule  and  are  all  redial,  jincp  there  are  .. 
no  centr;!  3':iine3  tlie  plant  is'  not  ^jrichly.  The  spines  rTre 
short, ’-liite,  and  ptrpLe  tipped.  The  Trait  I  it  3  v/hon 

rise  and  the  seeds'  are*  round  and  dark  colored. 

•V 

iCchinoc actus  JJ" e d i o c ec tju s )_  slrosoni  L o o !: s  ve r y  ' s im i I i ar  t c 
ViimiiLaria  vivipara.  It  is  a  high  aLtittide  jpecies  that 


blooms  very  early  In  the  spring  V/ith  on  ■‘^ibundence  of  pink 
blossoms  -  inch"  across.  Technically  this  cactus  is 

*  •  f 

separated  from  ’'arni  llsria  by  lacvlng  tho  groove  on  the 
tubercula  and  by  having  e  spiny  fruit.  The  flo'7er3  arise 
from  fi  a'hite  wocl/  area  on  the  tio.  The  fruit  so.lits,  v/hen 
rioe  end  the  round  black  s  t^ds  lail*  out.  Svin-s  are  i<icre  - 
numerous  than  on  lami  liaria,  not  so  stout,  ^nd  ;lir„.iish  red. 


/e  find  that 
3 .;ino3  'are' 


ere 


TlcMnocereus  _gonaceny^u^_i3  a  rarer  kind;  larger  than  the' 
rest,  attaining  '6  inches  in  height  by  2  inches  in  diameter. 
It  has  hervy  dtnv:  colored  s^.-lnes.  The  blosCcn  is  bright- 
red  vlth  very  thick  pet-:  Is.  TiTlt  and  sr:-ed  are  unknov/n. 
There  is  mystery  for  ych.  low  does  this  kind  get  ahead  in 
the  world  'Ithout  se-d  to  Start  new  plants? 
it  does  set  deed  cc raiicnal ly.  Technically  the 
borne  on  tuberciilss  set  in  ridges  B-iO  In  number.  'Hn 
are  6  radial  and  one  central  spine.  All  spines  are  roughly 
four  sided  in  contrast  to  the  rest  of  the  cacti  v/hich 
have  round  spines. 

OFUNTIA  ■ 

.  * 

All  members  of  Opuntia  are  larger  and  brf.nched.-  The  bids-* 
soms  are  Large  and  shovry^most  being  2-2-v  inches  in  diameter- 
Host  of  the  i  fruits  are  large;  all '-are  heavily  spined,  and  . 
while  some  are  dry,  others  are.  fleshy,  and  ouite  edible.  All 
Opuntias  ere  hardier  than  other  cacti,  regardless  of  what  ^ 
genus  or  vliere' they  grow.  The  pioneers  of  the  cactus. -group, 
are  ail  Opuntias.  ..  •  . 


Q£^ll.a  ar e 3_c en 3_  i 3  a  shrub  attaining  5-6  feet  in 

,  branches  i?dth  each  seasons 

grovrth  5-6  inches  long.  iSach  spine  is  co-e  red  with  a 
straw  coicred  sheath  thatd'pter  cones  off  leaving  the  ■ 
spine  clean.  Therefore .this  is  a  ■’choila-  as  none  of 
e  pric.-c.y  peers  have-.  this  spins  sheath.  Larger  pfc  nts 
ov;er  freely  cinc  pjresent  .a  Mass  of  large  purple,  flowers. 
The  frui^  wnioh  follows  is.  bright  yellow  and  an  inch'  in 
diameter.  .  It  remains  o.ttached  and  in  full  color  a  year 
or  r-'Cre.  This  is  an  excellent  o.actus,  sbov.y  as  large  ■ 
p  ants  but  attractive  also  as  a  smaller  potted  plant.  . 
Technically  the  slight  tubproules  are  close  set.  ^.ach 
uoercule  nas  8-30  spines  with  1-8  considerabiy  longer  so 
at  spines  oristle  in  every  diraoticn.  Fruit  is  tuber- 
cuiec  and  spiny.  Se^da  era  largs  and  ivhitish. 

Pear.  Thi.s  is  naturally  a 

creeping,  plant  5  inci-es  high  ai  d  several  feefin  diomseter. 
It  IS  mid3  up  of  3eri..s3  of  fiat  oval  stems  i-6  inches 
eng.  ..here  are  several  do-, .'nward  pointing  smalt  white' 
spines  and  several  lon.g  brown  onps.  The  large  flowers 
are,c...ear  yellow.  This  Is  undoubtedly  the'  hardiest  'cactus 
louno  I rom  not  deserts  to  ainost  the  Canadian  Border, 
technically  tnis  speci-es  is  distinguished  by  h.eavy  spines, 
yellow  flowers  lolIoKed  by  a  dry  fruit  in  .which  the  • 
whitish  seeds  are  so  crowded  as-  to  be  out  of  .shape.  ■ 

..‘Ifflffuga  -is .  5 iai Liar  to.,  the  above  with  oranger- 
yeliov;  flowers.  It  has  -fewer  spines  and  the  coloh  is  a 
bright  green,  unii'se  other  cacti.  This  cactus  is  natural¬ 
ly  a  lover  of  a  more  huraid  cilnate  than  ours  and  is  hardy. 

echnicatly  in.  addition  to  the  a'.^ve  the  .species  is  dis- 
tinguisned  by  th'e  fruit.  This  is  purple,  fleshy,  and 
liileo  with  3  .purple  pulp  in  which  the  seeds  are  embedded. 
The  fruit  is  quite;  edible. 

Opuntia  rhedantha  is  almost  indistinguishable  from  0. 

in-  i  lojer.  The  floTver  is  purple  rod  v/ith 
r^d  stamens  and  is  very  attractive.  Spines  are  alv/ays 
v/hite,  never  bro’mi^  like  Q.  yoi/cantha. 


Countia  fraf^iiis  is  r.  small  prick Ly  pear  with  smaller 
joints  that  vary  in  size  and  shape*  The  yelLov/  flovrer 
is  seldom  seen.  Instead  the  end  joints-^ra  very  loosely 
attached  and  break  off  at  a  touch*  These  get  kicked 
around  and  can  lay  for  v/eeks  without  drying  up.  Then 
when  it  rains  they  promptly  send  out  now  roots  and 
another  plant  is  formed.  This  smaller  cactus  is  very 
cola  hardy  and  naturally  gro^vs  in  colder  regions  than 
any  other  except  0*  polycfintha. 

ll^ot  nurseries  have  Yucca  filamentosa.  In  spite  of  the 
claims  made  for  it,  that  specie  s  is  not  completely  hcrdy. 
The  only  truly  hardy  species  is  Yucca  glauca  v/hich 
naturally  grows  as  far  north  as  northern  yontana  and  yet. 
is  found  far  south  into  Texas*  It  grows  abundantly  here 
ill  Jolorado  under  the  driest  of  conditions  but  is  usually 
found  on  sandier  soils*  The  large  flat  black  seeds  ger¬ 
minate  readily  and  are  not  hard  to  grow.  'Ve  offer  these 
to  our  customers  or  plants  on  request. 

?sw  plants  have  the  power  of  motion  and  many  of  these -move 
very  slowly.  Jactus  however  are  unique  in  being  able  to 
move  certain  parts  end  do  it  quickly*  The  stamens  of  a 
.'.actus  blossom  can  mo'^e.  Touch  a  fresh  flower  and  the 
stamens  crov/d  arround  the  point  of  contact  and  then  relax. 
'Yiid  bees  attracted  by  nectar  are  trapped  by  this  moveiaent 
and  dusted  v/ith  pollen.  The  bees  may  carry  pollen  to 
another  flower  and  fertilize  it.  The  sane  fio\7er  will 
repeat  the  movement  a  fov/  minutes  later. 

¥ 

The  descriptions  in  this  catalog  are  technically  correct 
nad  are  a  contrast  to  the  generalized  statements  of  most 
nurseries.  Our  catalog  is  simple  because  after  all  no  one 
ever  made  a  catalog  grow.  What  it  lacks  we  are  able  to  add 
to  the  quality  of  the  plants  you  receive. 

Our  nursery  stock  is  -state  inspected  and  free  from 
injurious  insects. 


Tv/0  1I2V  sniaijs 


Opuntia  davisii  is  like  C.  a-rbcrescens  but  2*  tail, 
with  white  spines,  and  it  has  a  yellow  blossom, 

Schi no o e r eu s  like  E.  r.onacanthus  but  the 

spines  are  less  stiff, not  angled,  and  longer.  They 
appear  more  numerous  as  the  tuber cules  are  closer  set. 
It.  makes  heriispherical  clumps  30‘’  across  while  2* 
goaacanthus  reaches  about  12  -  20 

r:lIC2  LIST 


'Seeds  — 

Laniilaria  vivipara 
Opuntia  rhodantha 
Opuntia  poly can tha 


—  b0  a  packet 

Opuntia  arborescens 
Opuntia  hu  mi f  u  s  a 
'Ixed  ca,ctus  seed. 


Cacti  and  seeds  are  shipped  prepaid,  'ihen  cacti  are 
grovm  and  shipped  in  pots  it  is  unnecessary  for  the 
cactus  to  readjust  itself  alter  shipment.  Such 
shipment  only  sligh’^^-ly  increases  the  cost  of  plants 
and  the  chances  of  loss  are  ^iinimized. 


Ilamillaria  vivipara - 


Echinocereus  viridifiorus 
Echinocereus  caespitosus  ■ 
Echinocereus  gonac^inthus  • 
Echinocereus  aggregatua  — 

2chinocactus  simpsoni  - 


Opuntia  polycajitha 
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lECTIOh 

OFFER 

Opuntia  davisii  - 

■D  \'-)n  .T'l.T  -^r 

^2.50  brings  you  one  each  of  the  above  cacti  (out 
of  pots)  and  2  packets  of  mixed  seed.  Each  one  is 
correctly  nained. 
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